Toni Sender
measures. We had to prove to the electorate that
there was a way out of the depression and despair,
and must indicate that way. Together with my col-
league, S. Aufhauser, I insisted in the Social Demo-
cratic party that our experts must work out a con-
structive programme on a solid economic basis and
translate it into popular language that could be under-
stood by the common man. It took us a long time
to win acceptance of our idea. More time was needed
before the consent of the trade union movement was
obtained. The year 1932 had approached before this
programme was published under the title Socialist
Action. It proposed measures to overcome the crisis.
Unfortunately, it was not drawn up in language
popular enough to strike home among the masses. It
served, however, as a model for the Plan du travail
worked out in Belgium after Hitler came to power
which had a far-reaching effect on the Belgian political
scene.
Meanwhile the alliance between respectable society,
represented by the Nationalist party of Alfred Hugen-
berg, and the Nazis had become closer. Hugenberg
may have well understood how to become successful
in business, but in politics he made blunder after
blunder and did his best to lead his party and Germany
to disaster. In October, 1931, a great demonstrative
gathering at Harzburg, in the Harz mountains, united
Hugenberg's party, the nationalist war veterans (the
Staklhelm), and the agrarian Landbund with the Nazi
party and Hitler's brownshirts. General von Seeckt
and Dr. Schacht, as well as leaders of heavy industry,
were also in the new alliance. But the Nazis domin-
ated the scene, and in a separate gathering of the
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